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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Commissioner for Patents 



Washington, D.C. 20231 V 
Sir: 

This response accompanies the concurrent filing of a Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) in connection with the above-captioned application. During prior prosecution, Applicants 
filed an Amendment on November 6, 2002, in which the remaining claims 2 and 3 were 
amended and converted into method claims. Claims 2 and 3 are directed to a method for 
protecting paint films of automobiles. 

On November 20, 2002, the Examiner issued an Office Action, which included a 
restriction requirement between Group I, prior claims 2 and 3, drawn to a sheet, and Group n, 
present claims 2 and 3, drawn to a method for protecting paint films of automobiles. The 
Examiner argues that inventions I and II are related as product and process of use, and are 
distinct for the reasons given in the Office Action. 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

U.S. APPLN. NO.: 09/311,753 



In response to the restriction requirement, Applicants respectfully elect Group II, present 
claims 2 and 3, without traverse. Accordingly, examination of claims 2 and 3 on the merits is 
now respectfully requested. 

Applicants kindly request the Examiner to consider the patentability of claims 2 and 3 
over the references of record, in light of the comments set forth in Applicant's November 6, 2002 
Amendment. For the reasons set forth therein, Applicants respectfully submit that method 
claims 2 and 3 are patentable and earnestly request the Examiner' reconsideration of this issue. 

Should any questions arise, do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Mark Boland 
Registration No. 32,197 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 




23373 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Date: December 20, 2002 



